
The Qomicatt Eifloryof 

to eytlier of thefe .* God defend me from thefe two. 

AV.How fayyouby the French L ox&,Mottnfterle ’Baune ? 

/V.Godmadehim,and therefore let him pafte for a man, in 
truth 1 know it is afinne to be a mocker, but he, why he hath a 
horfe bctcer then the Neapolitans, a better bad habite offrow- 
ning then the Count Palatine, hee i-s euery man in no man, if a 
TratTell fing, hee fals ftraight a capring, hee will fence with his 
owne fhadow. If I fhould marry him, I fhould marry twenty 
husbands : if he would defpifeme, I would forgiuehim, for if 
he-loue me to madneffe,! fhall neuer requite him. 

Ner . What fay you then to Fancer, bridge yt h e young Baron of 
England ? 

TV. Y ou know I fay nothing to him, for he vnderftands not 
me.norl him-, he hath neither I.atine,French, nor Italian, & you 
will come into the Court and fweare that I haue a poore penni- 
worth in the Englifh .* he is a proper mans pi£lure, but alas who 
can conuerfe with a dumbe fhow ? how odly he is futed,I think 
he bought his doublet in Italy, his round hefein France, hi» 
bonnet in (jermany , and his behauiour euery where. 

Nerijfa. What thinke you of the Scottifh Lord his Neigh- 
bour ? 

Ter .That he hath a neighbourly charity in him, for he bor- 
rowed a boxe of the eare of the Englifhman,and iwore he wold 
pay him againc when he was able .• I thinke the Frenchman be- 
came his furety, and feald vnder for another. 

Ner .How like you the young Germaine, the Duke of Saxo- 
nies nephew ? 

TV. Very vildely in the morning whenheisfober, andmofl 
vilely in the afternoone when he is drunke : when he is beft, hee 
is a little worfe then a man,and when he is worft he is little bet- 
ter then a beaft; and the worft fall that euer fell, I hope I flball 
make fhift to go without him. 

Ner, If he fhould offer to choofc, and choofe the right Caf- 
ket,you fhould refufe to performe your fathers wil,if you fhold 
refufe to accept him. 

TV.Ther fore for feare of the worft, Iprcthce fet a deep glaffc 
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f Reynifh Wine on the contrary Casket, for if the diuell bee 
within, and that temptation without, I know he will choofe it. 
/will do any thing TVmjffoereilebe married to a fpungc. 

H#' You need not feare Lady, the hauing any of thefe Lords, 
thev haue acquainted me with their determinations, which is 
indeed to returneto their home, and to trouble you with no 
more fute,vnlefie you may be won by fome orher fort then your 
fathers imp ofition, depending on the Caskets. 

/V.lf Tliuetobe as oldea sSibilla,! will die as chafte as Di- 
M vnleffe I bee obtained by the manner of my fathers will : / 
am glad this parcell of wooers are fo reafonablc,for there is not 
one among them but / dote on his very abfencc ; 8 1 J pray God 

grant them a faire departure. f 

b Ner.Do you not remember Lady in your fathers time, a/v- 
netian Scholler and aSouldior that came hither in company of 
the Marqueffc of Alottntferr.it ? 

Portia. Yes, yes, it was Bajfanio , as I thinke he was io call d. 
Ner. True Maddam, he of all the men that euer my foolifn 
eyes lookt vpon,was the beft deferuing a faire Lady. 


thy praife. 

How now,what newes ? 

Enteraferuingman. 

Stfr.The foure ftrangers feeke for you Madame, to take their 
leaue ; and there is a fore-runner come from a fift, the Prince of 
Aforeco, who brings word the Princc-his Matter willheheere to 


night. 

/V.lf /could bid the fift welcome, with fo good a heart as I 
can bid the other foure- farvvell,/ fhould be glad of his approch: 
if he haue the condition of a Saint,and the comple&ion of a di*> 
uell,/had rather he fhould fhriue me then wiue me.Come Ner - 
rtjfa,dxxa. go before : whiles we (hut the gates vpon one wooer, 
another knocks at the doore. Exeunt * . 

Enter r BaJfanio y with Shy/ocke the lew, 

S&y.Three thoufand ducats, well. 

Sa/f.l fir, for three months, 

B a- Shy 






